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In any season, for many reasons
all signs favor . ..
UNION PACIFIC

Zabboadd.

Serving eleven western states with the finest in
travel comfort and dependable freight service

Our plant sites go
through 17 states,

but you only go through G
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fre 5= oy ! N ; - ——— Clout: What were you like as a kid?
: & ] / Veks: | was pretty quiet and easy going. | was by myself

a lot, playing with legos and shit like that. | liked to make
things and take stuff apart; stuff like that.

How long have you been writing?

My name since '93. Caught my first tags in '89 or '90, but
didn't know shit. Could draw an okay piece on paper in '94,
couldn't really paint em right until mid '95. Started getting a
little bit known locally as for piecing under bridges until mid
'96 when | met Smog and he took me bombing. A few
months later in '96, | went to a train yard with Rome, Jag,
Dime, Suer, and Smog and painted my first freights.

How did you get started? Did you have any
influences growing up?

Originally Beat Street in '84 or '85, then later cholos in the
later 80's, San Jose freeways in the '89-'91. Kose and
Ceiver for bombing back in '92-today; no one's probably
heard of them outside of the Bay, but if there is such a thing
as a king of the Bay Area, it's one of them. Kose and
Ceiver, no one comes close. They have been the most up
for like a decade at least. Also, Zen was a major bombing
influence; people think he's a freight guy, but that guy has
bombed so many crazy spots over the years. Full color
pieces where guys would only do tags on the side of the
road and shit, no lookouts or other tricky shit either, just
going up and painting shit. Priest MBC got me out piecing,
Smog got me out bombing, Jabs got me doing a lot of
trains. All my early letters were based on New York; all that
old FC stuff was my favorite. Cyme 742 was the first older
writer that | painted with. | learned a lot about painting from
him; freight yards, racking scams, all kinds of shit. That
dude was cool as fuck to me and | was only like 17. He
wasn’'t one of these guys trying to school me and give me
letters or anything like that, making me do his dirt and stuff
like that. That shit makes me laugh. Smog, Zen, Puzl, and
Oze are my main influences for letters and have been since
'96. | got hyped on Poe's stuff too in maybe '98. Also Plug
FOK DCR, that guy's got some shit. In '97 or something, |
saw European stuff and that made me start doing all kinds
of bugged out shit, experimenting with all kinds of shit. |
haven't straight up bitten anything since maybe '95 or early
'96, but I'll look at shit, then put it away and try to make my
own version of something with the same feel; different let-
ters though, always. Besides guys from my crews and
sometimes European or old New York stuff, | mainly look at
non-graffiti stuff for influences nowadays. | get a lot of tricks
from album covers, signs, books, all kinds of other lettering,
even old art history stuff. | was taking a lot from biome-
chanic tattoos in '98, using a lot of organic blob stuff. |
fucked with a lot of death metal covers for a while, whatev-
er. I've tried to touch every style of graffiti and every style
of lettering that I've ever seen: art deco, neveau, old eng-
lish; | really like West Coast new wave from the 80's. | like
the new wave/funk letter combos that guys like Dare WCF
were doing. | think every type of lettering is dope in one way
or another and deserves to be played with. | try as hard as
possible not to just paint whatever's currently in-style or

: — whatever, but I'll definitely paint my take on whatever it is a
— ?/ \ = = few times, but anyway, yeah | definitely do my homework,
3 gﬁ - \\‘.\ 1 1/?.7 % S . but | don't use tracing paper like some guys seem to.
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made you start doing it?

| always liked the way it looked. I'd wanted to
do it since | was real young, maybe five or so.
| didn't know how into it I'd get or anything like
that, but | always wanted to do it. | didn't know
there was a scene of writers or fame or any of
that shit; | didn't know people tried to do it all
over the place with the same name or anything
like that. | still just like the way it looks more
than anything; it's too bad | can't just look at it
all and like it the way | used to. Now all these
names have stories connected to them, and a
lot of the stories aren't so great.

Graffiti likes and dislikes?
| like coming up with letters, painting them, try-
ing new shit, finding spots, the challenge of get-
ting shit to run in cities, chilling with my friends.
| don't like a lot of the writers I've come across.
| don't like having to lie to my
parents when they're straight up
with me. | don't like beef, | don't
like jail, | don't like a lot of shit |
guess...

Since you've started writ-
ing, how has graffiti
changed your perspec-
tive, if at all?

It's hard to say, since | was
about ten or eleven years old
back then, and now I'm twenty
something. It's hard to know
what parts of my perspective are

credited to graffiti. 1'm sure its made me kind of
angry. My favorite thing in the world is illegal.
I'm a lot more paranoid than your average Joe,
and it's definitely made me tired. | feel like I'm
fifty right now. It's hard worrying every day that
someone might have just seen you do some-
thing, or that 5-0 is staking you out, tapping
your phones, whatever else. Some crankhead
you went to highschool with just got caught rob-
bing a house and snitched you off. With writ-
ing, there's all kinds of shit a normal person
doesn't need to worry about. All the dumb
motherfuckers that write out there
really get you thinking that peo-
ple are stupid and aren't worth
shit. | guess | feel practically
brain dead from paint fumes
and have missed like 200 days
of sleep over the past five
years, so | probably see every-
thing a little bit screwed up.
Whatever though, | can't think of
anything better | could have spent my life
doing.

DTC KYT. | want to hear your point of
view. What‘s holding them strong and

making them
stronger?
Shit, | don't know
man, as they get
bigger you have to
deal with more
personalities  so
shit gets tricky. As
they get more and
more up, you have
more people trying
to ride on vyour
fame or whatever,
plus all the accidental shit that occurs when
doing shit while drunk adds up and people get
more reasons to dislike you. Of course, you've
also got to deal with authorities and all kinds of
bullshit that comes with the territory as you
paint more i guess. With KYT, it was kind of a
fuck around crew; most of the original mem-
bers didn't even write. I'm suprised it ended up
being pushed so much. | don't know, I'm down
for everyone in my crews, not as writers but just
as people or whatever. | think everyone is, and
that's why the crews are still strong, and will
stay strong. You look at our crews KYT and
DTC at least, and you've got some guys that
are really good, and some guys that are not so
good. Some guys that have been around since
the mid 80's, and some guys that just started in
the last few years. Some guys got down when

they couldn't even do a throwup. We've got
thugged out guys that fight every week and
small guys that have never been in a fight in
their life. It's all about the people, their person-
alities; that's how everyone that's in it got
down, because they were cool to be around.
Most people don't understand that shit, we take
a lot of shit for it | guess. We suck | guess.
Fuck it. I'd rather be down with who I'm down
with than have people look up to me or some-
thing because I'm a graffiti pro who only hangs
out with other graffiti pros. | don't even care if
people paint or not, usually if they don't, | like
them better for
some reason. As
far as everything
goes, | liked it bet-
ter when no one
had heard of us.

We've always
painted just as
much, but once

people in cities we'd never been to had heard
of us, that ruined everything. | guess we're
known or whatever a little bit now, but that
doesnt matter. It's harder to get around now if
every city already knows where you're from.

How about the other crews: TWB,
ASE, RTM?
As far as TWB and ASE go, that's some
straight San Jo shit. No one knows about
those crews except people from San Jose, and
no one probably ever will; but people in San Jo
all know whatsup. TWB's been fucking shit up
nonstop since like '87 and still going strong,
and | mean fucking shit up: bombing, scribing,
tagging, all that shit, freeways, busses, all the
raw shit. It's not all 50 heads deep or anything
like a lot of SJ crews either, it's always been
just a few. All | can say about ASE is one
name: Mr. Left. | don't want to blow up his spot,
and no one outside of SJ has probably ever
even heard of him, but I'd be suprised if anyone
on the West Coast has done as much bombing
as this guy in the last five or six years, straight
up; I'm talking like thousands of freeway fillins,
tags, street shit, thousands. You name it, that
fools had it locked down for years, and this is in
a place where most shit doesn't run for more
than a week; you've got to steadily do shit.
He's been around since way back too, but I'm
not going to pull his card. RTM, thats some
other San Jose shit too; more into piecing and
trains than the others though. You got all these
new freight crews with guys all over the place.
RTM's always been outta one spot, with only a
few heads. I've only been down since like '97
so | can't ride on any of the oldschool
stats, but | don't need to hype RTM
up, everyone into freights knows
about it. Maybe they forget some-
times, but it's been around, and will
be around. All you kids in the mid-
dle of nowhere with some chill ass
yards thinking you're the shit, don't
get too big of a head now, you've
got years to go.

Why so many crews?

All the crews I'm in are from the
same place and have the same
heads pretty much. Some are
smaller and into different shit, but it's all the
same heads at every party, you know? One big
ass family. | hit them all up, but it's all the same
guys; the crews just have different roots and
came together later on.

Are you just about business when it
comes to graff or do you still have a
fun time doing it?

All fun, I'm not one of these idiots trying to be
the dopest ever. | paint lots of ugly ass shit; |
don't even care what it looks like at all most of
the time. | don't try and do the biggest fill-in
ever. | think bombing with anything more than
two colors looks stupid usually. | don't go out
because someone else went out, | just try to be
myself and paint when [ feel like it. It's added
up over time, but | wasn't trying to be the king
or anything. I'm already happy with what I've
done; I've already done plenty of dirt, whatever
category. I'm just trying to keep building on
what I've already done, just as a hobby or what-
ever is how I'd like it to be. I'm still kind of in the
24-7 graffiti mindstate, but I'd like to be able to
just have a normal life and paint when it's time
to paint. | will never be able to compete with
the guys that have got something to prove, with

a chip on their shoulder or whatever.

Any comments on your originality?
| try, but it's hard; those damn Europeans
have thought of everything. Also, old ass
New York. I'll do shit and think | invented it
or whatever, then I'll see some old ass
piece with the same shit. | guess | just put
my shit looking good aside and am willing
to do ugly ass shit for the sake of experi-
mentation. I'm like 30 years late, | have to
deal with it. Oh well.

Tagging, bus hopping and free-
ways?

Always, busses are the most important
thing to be up on with tags. If you don't
have your busses locked down, you aren't
shit. Freeways of course, lots of pen tags.
can tags, scribes, not just little piecer
scribes on little metal things and phone
booths, but big fuckin nonstops with drill
bits across windows. Those are the shit.

Which city that you've been to has
the most successful anti-graffiti
program?

| don't know that any of them really had any
top notch detectives, or anything like that,
piecing together evidence like Denzel
Washington in the Bone Collector or any-
thing like that. They usually just get kids to
snitch; it's pretty simple. All the cities I've
been to have buffed more shit than they've
let run. You kinda figure out what runs in
what city after a while. If you piss a city off
too much, you'll get shut down no matter
where you are. | don't fuck with heavens,
glass etch; none of the stuff that gets you
on the top of the list. Most people | know of
get caught at played out piecing spots more
than they do doing roofs or freeways or
anything like that. Over time of course. shit
eventually adds up and you have to either
make the decision to quit or just go in and
out of jail for the rest of your life. If's real
easy to talk shit about how I'm going io be
around forever fucking shit up, but I've seen
a lot of people quit. The downest guys I've
ever met have had to slow down or quit and
| can't put myself above them, so I'll just
see what happens.

Which would you say you have
more of, friends or enemies?

It's hard to say; people are so fake, | can't
tell who's who most of the time. | got 2 lot
of friends, everyone that's ever met me
would probably say | was cool fo them. |
think. There's plenty of guys I'd like to
swing on, but I'm not out stepping on toes
trying to stir shit up with people | don't know
or anything. A lot of guys that | was nice to
years ago have double crossed me and my
friends, trying to jock some guys that don't
like us. They ended up trying to step to us,
trying to show off or something. That's cool.
all you fools will get it eventually. Just wait
till you strut up like a superstar to
SuperGraffSummitFest 2010 with your wife
and kids, know what I'm saying?
Everything comes back.

What do you think about arguing
online or beef that resulted from
the internet?

| think it's dumb of course, but | guess it's
got to get handled like any other beef. |
guess you've got to take into consideration
that it's the internet, still though, when
deciding how to handle it. People get all
brave on there; it's usually people that
never had to deal with beef growing up that
stir shit up constantly. When | was younger
| learned real quick that no matter how
good you are or how up you are, there's
some guy that's done like, two tags in his
life that will stab you in the neck if you act
up even the slightest bit. People think the
shit they falk isn't going to come back to
them because it's on a computer.

What about he said, she said
rumors?

| was watching this special on language
and its evolution, and scientists found that
the 2/3? of all spoken language is used for
gossip.

...and the writers who are full of
themselves and always try to
school you in a conversation?
You're dope, graffiti's extremely important.
Your parents think you're a loser just like
mine.

Where do you think your graff
career is headed. Retiring ever
come to mind?

| will one day I'm sure, or quit bombing at
least when they make me or my lungs col-
lapse. It seems like two people have last-
ed and thousands have quit, so maybe I'll
be number three, but that's a pretty bold
statement fo make. Hopefully | can scribe
still, or catch pencil tags when I'm older if |
still care. For now, I'd like to head more
towards thought-out quality pieces: con-
cepts and shit. | want to spend more time
thinking up fill-ins and not just occupying
the space between my outline with whatev-
er. I'm real lazy in general, it would be nice
to have some motivation. I'd like to go to
art school one day but can't really afford it
for now, but | just like letters mostly, | just
want to keep doing what I've been doing:
drawing letiers. | draw a lot of letters, at
least ten or twenty sets a day usually. |
don't paint most of them; | throw most of
them away usually. Hopefully my "graff
career” is headed towards not throwing
them away and painting them more often or
something.

If graffiti didn't exist, how would
you spend your time?

I'd probably just draw a lot, maybe make
music. | wish | had the equipment to make
music. | assume I'd have stuck with art if
graffiti weren't around, maybe not though.
Its hard to say: when you're a little kid writ-
ing, you're forced to devote so much time to
getting good. If | wasn't in that spot, maybe
| would have lost interest and gotten into
cars or watching sports or something. *
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—WeII tags of co

~ yeah .. [gotto et up like 50 an

myself in the hip hop or

_internet? -

The internet...I love fighting and arguing wrth
toys on the net most of the time. | humor
them, go along with them, let them say what-

ever shit they want; it amuses me. | am

one of those guys who are on there 24-7 inthe

chat rooms, on the sites. But | breeze through

here and there and see what toys are talking.

" He said, she said rumors?
 The rumors...| don't let rumors get to me. If :
someone has anything to tell me | _expect
them to address me with the shit; not to be a ’

bitch about the situation and be like, 'He

. thrs or did you know he did what"” A lot of

chopping me up, talking shit about me to p

ple that you meet at graffiti shows or what not..

| don’t mmd lt

nd writers who are full of them-
elves and always try to 'school you

n a conversation?
hat is one of the main reasons why | d

Ik ,bout graffiti with wntersldontknow Itry'

to talk to other graff ti writers at all

/e been in Middle America, and l've
rough a lot. | remember seelng this

kinds of brazy patches all over it ,with a rac-
coon hat on, talking to himself. | am like what

_ the fuck; home boy goes to the rest room and
_ all you hear are these crazy fart sounds lik
¢ restuarant can hear. Thenallofa

n, yo hear this song he's singing at th

[hat is the most unusual thing you
1ave seen during one of your late
ght sprees?
is one night in San Franmsco I was out
doing the normal and damn | get hot, so |

smash down this alley way and in the ,mikddle’“

f the alley it splits into a smaller one way
alley. So I cut down there and bam, there's

this crazy ass black bum, dead smack i in the ‘
. middle of the alley copping a squat He's got
. hrt | over him; my boy and 1 were like oh

five times. l like it compared to good ol’

; LCarnbodia.

,grafﬁti.
one of my

feel about graffiti maga-

s, clothing, video games,
lated merchandise?

azines and vidoes. It's a cool

ple to see what's being done. Lots

e graffiti magazines or buy them

about the people in them. All

ols get jealous and start pop-

next time |t roll back in your yard .

What do'you ink about numbers and

'people who do tons of small, ugly,

half assed straight letters?

mean I:‘am not some raging drunk but
to hang out and grab a drink

_ and there you know? | think I'll pass on .
_the hard liquor, but every piece | hav:
done, I've drank a beer.

What type of shit are you into

or have gotten yourself into?
Close calls. Man, | have gotten mysel
into some shit. There was one part o
my life where | was so backed up ir
court cases for graff and other hot shi
| don’t know where to begin. | kno
fools that are still locked up for shit tha
went down back then; eithe that
they get out and go rlght bac

Hot shit as in... Gankmjg? .
Anything you could thi . .
os, clothes hellys, kicks,

eras, Jewelry, (notthat

,stereos"

Fuck no! | was neve ‘
down with any crack heads .

I heard alot of shit said about
you... (crew drama, kids talk

dont really get into shit Irke that. My personal busmess}
my shit but ll tell all you graff whores out there like

. this: get off the jock if it amtabout you you shouldn’t be

concerned Lots of these fools out there just want to

can‘t say where my graff career is gomg or if it's gomgj .
me anywhere All | can say is that I'll paint as
I feel good enough to pamt and when lam done

l graffltl dldn't exlst, how would you spend .

your time?
would probably get more sleep | don't really Iet my
nlght life interfere with my day tlme hustle '

Last words. -

Peace to Clout Magazine for the mtervelw and to all the

graff mags out there who run my shit. My Dogs Kill. The

WAI homies. My Niggas staying fresh on the East. All
y boostm patnas Billy Oh, Crackin, Big Herb, Peak a

Boo, White Ass (whitee), Igee Pop, all my homies...| ain't

forgot one of you.. Rest in Peace Sunny, Fry .
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